hough it would be no sur-
prise if she moved —to
Paris, London, or maybe
New York—model Hanaa
Ben Abdesslem appears to
e staying in her hometown
of Tunis. Fashion around
the world may fete this new
fiace of Lancome, but she is determined
to remain in Tunisia, *For me, it’s most
exciting because I'm the first [Lancdme]
a_ maodel from the Arab world,” she said,
3 speaking to me in French and English.
- Fashion came to her incidentally, On
AR 5 whim a few years ago, the former civil-
ngineering student went 1o Lebanon
) to compete on a program like Ameri-
W ca's Next Top Model When she came
o back to finish her university degree,
she agreed 10 walk the second annual
Tunis Fashion Week. The third Tunis
1 Fashion Week looked as if it would be
canceled last spring due to the Tunisian
revolution, the Twitter-fueled public
uprising that set off the Arab Spring,
= the region-wide seres of democratic
= protests. Though you might think fash-
ion would be the last thing on anyone's
4 mind, the 2011 Tunis Fashion Week
went on-—at the old cathedral in the city
| that was once home to Dido, heroine of
+d Thhe Aeneid, Designers, patrons, and !‘ans
Bl saw the show as a chance to highlight
1™ not only their culture’s long tradition in

- i 1 ; The world is looking at the political

: textiles but themselves.
upheaval in the Middle East and North
i Africa, but alongside that narrative, a
fashion story is playing out, some as-
pects discouraging (last November, Iran
arrested 70 fashion designers for arrang-
2 ng shows), some positive, in terms of
B nersonal expression and  view >408
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As North Africa and the Middle &8

East undergo tumultuous change, §
Robert Sullivan sees the fashion

landscape evolving, too.! =
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women's-empowerment. In the capital aty of Tanis, Fishion
Week was oo opporiunity to celebrate a community long
suppressed—no small gesture in a region where religions
fundzmentalism threatens personal creativity as well as person-
hood. There were star designer Salih Barka, up-and-comer
Ahmed Tulfie: and Berlin-hased Moroocan designer Amime
Bendriouich, whose
line, ABCT, referenced
religlous clothing as o
eritigue of the conscr-
wative ethos. “The: polsti-
cal changes have helped
the industry move to
the nexi step,” Ben
Abdesslem says. “Our
revolution caught much
artention, media-wise,
that helped new talents
express themselves ina
more free and comfon-
aible way”

The changing lund-
scape 15 noted in cv-
ervthing from the axa
sasky (“1am Egyp-
tiun”') brucelets and T-
shurts worn in Cairo ta
new malls everywhere,
The goods-moving
mechanisms.of the
world do not work in
terribly mysterious
ways, and where [here
are popular uprisings,
there are companies
seeing opporiunity. The
Chalhoub Ciroup, which
partners with the likes
of Fenwdi, Suks Fifth Av-
eeruse, and Chaned, is just one luery-brand marketer keen Lo e
pand beyond its 115 stores neross the UAE. The Middle Fast's
Iury-mnrket size wos estimated at 3.7 billion in 2000, and it
is expected to grow by an least 10 percent next year, an amount
that i forecast w dowble m some Middle East markets in five
years. “Luxury fashion slowly moves from being perceived
s a status symbol to becoming o personad pleasung, which i

“Our revolution caught attention that
helped new tal B55 themselves
namore ue_ _ir‘u-'] comfortable way’

theneficinl to the business.” says co-CBO Patrick Chalhouh,
The controllad environment of malls is favored by big

brands, and in Moroceo, 8 Mall of Amernica-size sliuppmg

center opened outside C. last Diecember, I

ates ol Flux

iy chrw fhwarteen mallion visitors—who might normally travel
1o Europe—to shop alongside Exropeans looking to avokd
tanes M le, o numher of roval-family members from
thie Grulf states ane openimg boutiques. At DYNA [see “Rock &
Fooyad,” page 412} in Riyadh, “one of the problems | faced was
convineing our customers that Ameerican desigmers are 15 so-
S phisticated us European
T eipnens, " suys Princess

Deenn AlJuban Abdu-
Inziz of Savdi Arabin
She has partnered with
a long list of Stateside
designers, including
Rodarte and Prabal
Curung, sometines W
visitors” surprise. “They
are usuadly taken aback
by how current we are,
amd by the sophisti
ton of the pubbc.’
OF courss, to call the
fashion environment
for women in the Mid-
e East complicated =
an understalement; in
Saudi Arabia, b place
where women [ace re-
strictions on what they
wear and when, the
Saudi king enly kast fall
announced that wom-
en would be allowed
o vote (According to
the World Economic
Forum, Saudi Arabin
remains amang the
lowest-ranking coun-
tries in the Middle East
in terms of gender
equality § And yet, in
the same decade that
D'NA opened, there
is a new Harvey Nich-
ols and 1 Suks Beirut
s commonly mp,mdcd as the fashion capital of the Mid-
e East, making up for a dearth of oil money and emirs
with buzz, In Betrut's Saifi Village, a CFDASVage Fash-
ion Fund-like incubator called Starch mentors designers
Ihn\ugh o collection that is promoted at its boutigue for a
wear,“We've been able to do a lot with zero funding,” says
Taly Hajiar, who runs Starch with Rabil Kayrouz, one of
only two Lebanese designers sccredited by the Chambre
Syndicale de la Haute Couture. After meeting Paul Smith
in London, Hajjar recently organized a seminar in Beirut
tsught by Londan fashion experts for Lebanese designers,

nation of almost & decade of work by Moroccan busingss.
woman Sahwa Idrisa Akhannouch. *We wanied something
g, sormething we did not have” she sivs. Akhannouch expects

{8 ¥o5vE Manch a0k

wha are o from travel at all but the upper-income
echelon, *1'm hoping for a ripple effect,” she says.

Nadine Sabry, 27, is an Egyptian blogger who left a job in
femance o enter the frchina-promotions business. wew =417




